Up for review was Councilor Jesse Maldonado's proposal to make Lewiston the eighth Idaho community to ban discrimination on the job, in housing and in public accommodations on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.
Estes' record of opposing gay rights extends at least back to 1978 when he tried to repeal Seattle's ordinance forbidding discriminating against gays. "There's 34 million people dead worldwide because of this behavior," Estes said. That's a reference to HIV/AIDS. "We've spent millions of money trying to provide hospice care for these people. We spend millions trying to cure this disease, and trying to treat the people that have it. It looks to me almost like as if you're trying to vote for your own self-destruction." Gosh, Dave, where have you been these past 30 years?
Did you miss the fact that AIDS is not some kind of "gay plague" but a virus that's transmitted through the exchange of bodily fluids?
Have you not kept up with the fact that the bulk of people infected with HIV are heterosexuals living in Africa -where, in some countries, homosexuality is a crime?
Are you truly ignorant of the medical advances made in the past three decades -from screening the blood supply to developing effective antiretroviral drugs that have transformed HIV into a chronic rather than fatal condition? Let's just tell everybody to play nice.
Pass a proclamation urging people to refrain from discriminating against anyone for any reason.
"I think social persuasion is more effective at ending discrimination than government coercion," Daniel said.
OK. Then let's repeal drunken driving laws and just proclaim how much we'd prefer people to remain sober when they get behind the wheel.
Let's get rid of the drug laws and just encourage meth dealers to avoid the school yards.
And rather than arresting shoplifters, let's just advise them how terribly, terribly disappointed we are. 
